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TEPMUWHONOIMMYECKASA NMNOJIMTUKA
POCCUUCKON UMMNEPUU KAK UHCTPYMEHT
AOMUHUCTPATUBHOIO YINPABJIEHUA:

HA NPUMEPE MOHATUN «<MAJIOPOCCUSA»,
«YKPAUHA» N <HOBOPOCCUSA»

Cmames aHAAU3UPYem UCMOPUHECKYH0 380A0YUI0 MePMUHA «YKPAUHA» U CB8A3AHHBIX
C HUM NOHAMUL 8 KOHMeKCcMe NOAUMUKO-MeppUMOPUANbHBIX MPAHCPOpMayull peeuoHd.
Hccnedyemcs amumonozust €A08a « YKPAUHA», NPOUCX00Siuje20 Om B0CMOUHOCAABSHCKO20
«y-KkpauHa» (nozpanuuve), U €20 UCNONb30BAHUE 8 PA3AUMHbIE UCMOpUHECKUe Nepuodbl.
Paccmampugaemcst mpaHcPopmayust 3HaueHust NOHAMust om 2eozpaduteckozo 0603HaAUeHUSL
NPUZPAHUYHBIX Meppumoputl 00 NOAUMUUECKU OKPAWEHHO20 MepMUHA. AHAAUSUPYIOMCS
napaaneasHo cywjecmeosdasuiue UCMOpuko-zeozpaguueckue HAUMEHOBAHUS Pe2UOHA:
«Manopoccus», «Temmarugurar, «Caoboucarujua», «Hosopoccusi». Ocoboe sHUMAHue yoe-
Afemcs AOMUHUCTPAMUBHO-MePPUMOPUANLHOMY 0eleHUI0 YKPAUHCKUX 3eMeb 8 cocmase
Poccutickoll umnepuu U $opMUpo8aHuto pe2uoHaAbHOU UOEHMUUHOCMU 8 KOHMeKCMme umnep-
CKOU noaumuku. Cmamovs npocaexcusaenm 360A104ul0 ImHuUeckoll udeHmuduxkayuu Hacee-
HUSL pe2uoHa U B03HUKHOBEHUE «YKPAUHCKO20 NPoeKma» Kak aabmepHamussl obujepoccuii-
CKOU UOeHMUUYHOCTU.

Karouesste caoea: Ykpaura, Manopoccust, ucmopuueckas mepmuHoN02us, No2paHuibve,
MmeppumopudabHo-aOMUHUCMPAMuUeHoe de/leHue, IMHUUeCKAs UdeHMU1Hocms, Poccutickast
umnepust, Peus [Tocnoaumast, yKpauHCKUil npoexkm, pecuoHAAbHAS UOeHMUYHOCTb.
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HcciemoBaHue MPOUCXOXAEHUA U TpaHCPopMalluy TepMHUHa « YKparHa» Ipej-
cTaBJsieT CO6OM yBIEKATENbHBIN 9KCKYPC B UCTOPHUYECKYI0 CEMaHTHKY U IOJUTHYE-
CKyo0 reorpa¢uio BocTouHoi EBpomsl. ITUMOJIOTUYECKHU CJIOBO BOCXOLUT K peBHEMY
BOCTOYHOCJIABHCKOMY «y-KpauHa», 0003HauyaBlIeMy IOTpaHUYbe WM OKPauHy -
TEPPUTOPHIO Ha CTHIKE PA3IMYHBIX [TOJUTUYECKUX 00pa3oBaHUIL. B epuos paHHEro
CpeJHeBeKOBbs 9TH 3eMJIM BXOJWUJIU B cocTaB KueBckoli Pycu, oJHaKo He CylecTBO-
BaJ/I1 KaK OTAeJIbHOe IOJINTUYeCKoe 06pa3oBaHue.

Ocobblil MHTepeC MpeJCTaB/IAeT SBOJIOLMA TEPMHUHA IOCie pacnajga KueBckoit
Pycu, KOTZia TeppUTOPHY COBPEeMEHHOM YKparHbI OKa3aauch GparMeHTUPOBaHHBIMU
IO, BJIACTBIO Pa3/IMYHEIX roCyfapcTB. MIMEeHHO TOrja MOHATHE «YKpauHa» Hayajio
npuobperars 6osiee OTYET/IMBBIE KYJIbTYPHO-Teorpaduueckre O4epTaHus, oAdep-
KVBasi YHUKAJIbHOCTL PErvoHa KaK IOrpaHUYbs MEXAY PasHbIMU IOJIUTUYECKUMU
CHUJIaMU.

B XVI-XVII Bekax TepMHUH INPHOOpes MOJIUTUYECKYI0 OKPAaCKy, 4TO COBIIAJIO
CO cTpeMJIeHMEM MeCTHOTO HacesJleHWs K aBTOHOMUMU. [lapasuiesibHO B odpUIIU-
aJbHOM JWCKypCe WCIOBb30BAIUCh W Jpyrue HUCTOPHKO-reorpapuyeckue Tep-
MUHBI - «Manopoccus», «[leTMaHIUHa», «CiaoboxaHImUHa», «HoBOpOCCHA».
AIMUHMCTpaTUBHOE JieleHre 9TUX TePPUTOPUIl HeOJHOKPAaTHO MEeHAJIOCh, OTpaxas
CJI0XHBIe ITPOLIeCChl MHTErPaluK B cCOCTaB Poccuiickoil UMIIepUU.

BaxxHo orMeTuTh, 4TO K KOHLy XIX Beka, coryiacHO mepenucu 1897 roga, Majo-
POCCHI/yKpavHIbl COCTABJ/ISUIN 3HAYMUTE/IbHYI0 4acTh HaceaeHus umnepuu (17,5%),
IpyUYeM OCHOBHAas WX KOHLEHTpauus Habmofanach Ha JleBo- u IlpaBoGepe)xHO
YkpauHe. 9tu gemorpadpudeckrie AaHHble WUIIOCTPUPYIOT MacliTab U 3HaYMMOCTb
YKPaMHCKOr'0 BOIPOCa JJIs UMIIEPCKOU MTOJIUTUKMU.

TepMuH «YKparHa» MMeeT MHOTOBEKOBYIO UCTOPUIO, HAIIOJIHEHHYIO CJIOKHBIMU
MeperIeTeHUAMA KYJIbTYPHBIX, IOJIUTUYECKUX M JIMHIBUCTUYECKUX TpaHCdop-
Manuid. M3Ha4valbHO CJIOBO WCIIOJIB30BAJIOCh B YKCTO TeorpaprieckoM KOHTEKCTe
JJ1st 0603HaYEHNS IOTPAHUYHBIX 3€MeJIb, PACIIOIOKEHHBIX Ha OKPAaMHaX PasInIHbIX
MMIIepUI ¥ FOCyIapCTB, pexxae Bcero Peun IocronToi M POCCACKON NMITEPUN.

9TUMOJIOTUYECKUA CJIOBO «YKpauHa» BOCXOJUT K JPEBHEMY BOCTOYHOCJ/IABSH-
CKOMY TEPMUHY «y-KparHa», OYKBaJIbHO 03HAYAIOIEMY IIOIPaHUYbE», «OKPAaHHAs
TepPUTOPHA» WM IMPOCTO «Kpai». ITa ceMaHTHKa TOYHO OTparkajia reonoJIUTHYe-
CKO€ IIOJIOKEHMEe PervuoHa, HaXOAWBIIETOCs Ha CThIKE PasHBIX LUBUIM3ALMOHHBIX
U TIOJIMTUYEeCKUX CUCTEeM, NToJuepKUBasl ero JMMUHAJIbHBIM, IOrPaHUYHBIN XapaKTep.

B amoxy paHHero cpeZijHeBeKOBbs TEPPUTOPHUU COBPEeMEHHONM YKpauHBI BXO-
AWM B COCTaB MOI'YLIECTBEHHOro rocymapcrsa Kuesckasi Pych — KpyImHOTO BOCTOY-
HOCJIaBSIHCKOTO 06pas3oBaHus, 00'beJUHABILIETO 3eMJIM HBIHEIIHUX YKpauHbl, Poccuu
u Benapycu. OgHaKO B TOT UCTOPUYECKUM MEepPUO/, OTAEAbHON MOJUTUYECKON eln-
HUIIBI IO/, Ha3BaHUEM «YKparHa» He CyILeCTBOBaJIO.

Iocne pacmaga Kuesckoit Pycu B XII-XIII cTOseTHAX, YCYTy6OI€HHOTO MOHIOJIb-
CKMM HallleCTBHEM, YKPAaWHCKKe 3eMJ/IM OKa3alrCh pasfpoOb/eHHBIMU MeXIy pas-
JIMYHBIMU ITOJIMTAUYECKUMU ClaMy. OHM TONEPEMEHHO IIEPEXOAUIN IO BJIACTh
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MOHT0JIOB, JINTOBLEB, OJIIKOB U APYTUX HAPOLOB. TeppuTOpHs pacrnaaach Ha MHOXe-
CTBO KHSPKECTB C COOCTBEHHBIMU IIPAaBUTEISIMU U Pa3/IMYHON CTENIEHbI0 aBTOHOMUU.

VIMEeHHO B 9TOT TypOyJIEeHTHBII IEPUOJ, TEPMUH «YKparHa» Hadasl Mpruobperars
OoJiee WIMPOKOE pacIpocTpaHeHHe. OH KCIOJB30BAJICA [/ MOAYEPKUBAHUS OCO-
60ro craTyca pervioHa Kak IOTPaHMYHON 30HBI MEXAY PasHBIMU TOCyJapCTBaMHU.
[IocTelleHHO TepMHUH CTaJl OTpaXkaTh He TOJIBKO Treorpapuyeckoe IIOJIOXEHHeE,
HO ¥ (pOPMUPYILIYIOCA KyJbTYPHYIO U A3bIKOBYIO CAMOOBITHOCTh HacesIeHHS 3THX
3eMeJlb.

K XVI-XVII BekaM, B 310Xy OCTPOTo COIlepHUYeCTBa Mex Ay Peubto ITocrosmmToi
u Poccutickoli uMnepueil 3a KOHTPOJIb HaJ, PerMOHOM, NOHATHE «YKpauWHa» IIpU-
06pesIo OTYET/IUBBII MOTUTUYECKUI OTTEHOK. JTO IMPOM30LIIO Ha GOHE PaCTyLIEro
CTpeMJIEHUsI MECTHOI'O HaCeJIeHUs K CaMOYTIPaBJIEHUIO U aBTOHOMMU, YTO 3aJI00KUJIO
byHAaMeHT Ay OyAyLiero pasBUTHsA YKPAWHCKOM HAIMOHAJIBHON HAEHTHUYHOCTH
U FOCYyJapCTBEHHOCTH.

To sauubM A.I1. [loHOMapesa [5. C. 271], TepMuH «YKparHa» MOLYYUI 0COBEHHO
IIMPOKOe pacmpocrpaHeHre B XVII Beke, KOrga OH MCIIOJIB30BAJICS MapauIeIbHO
¢ «Masopoccueit» 1 ApyrMMU perMoHa/IbHBIMU HaMeHOBaHUAMU. [IpuMeyaTesbHo,
4yTO «Masjopoccusi» NPUMEHIach IPeUMYIeCTBeHHO B OPUIIMAIbHON HOKyMeH-
Tallu TOTO BpeMeHM, TOorja Kak «YKpauHa» BCTpedasack U B HepopmaabHOM
ynorpebJieHUN.

HcTopuyeckoe MporCXOXKaeHre TepMUHa «Mamopoccusi» YXO4UT KOPHAMU B XVI
CTOJIeTHe, KOTAia 3TU 3eMJIM HaXOJWJIMCh I0oJ, BjacThio Peuyn IMocnosmToid. BaxkHO
MOZIYepKHYTh, UTO JaHHOEe Ha3BaHUe MMeJIo M3HaYaIbHO reorpagpuyuecKkuii KOHTEKCT,
yKa3bIBasi Ha repudepuitHoe MoJI0XKeHe PerroHa OTHOCUTEBHO LIeHTPAIbHBIX Tep-
PUTOPUI MOJIBCKO-JIMTOBCKOTO rocyapcTBa. TepMUH MoApasymMeBall HEKYI BTOPO-
CTENEHHOCTh 3TUX 3eMeJlb, UX «MEeHblllee» 3HaYyeHHe II0 CPaBHEHUIO C OCHOBHBIMU
BiafeHusMHU Peuu [TocriosnuToit.

B mepuof MoJIbCKOrO TOCIOJACTBA Tepputopus «Masmopoccun» 6bl1a $parmeH-
THUPOBaHA Ha HECKOJIbKO aIMWHUCTPATUBHBIX eAVHUII. [lo/ibcKas IIsIXTa 3aHUMaJjia
JOMUHUPYOIIEe MOJIO)KEHNE B PernoHe, aKTUBHO KCIIOJIb3Y sl €r0 IPUPOLHBIE PECYPCHI
U 4esI0Be4YeCKUl MoTeHal. MecTHOe Hace/JleHHe 4acTO MOZABEPrajochk pasMuHbIM
dopmam yrHeTeHUs U AUCKPUMUHALIUY, YTO BIIOCJIEACTBUU CTAJIO OAHOM U3 IPUYNH
MHOTOYHMC/IEHHBIX BOCCTaHUMN.

WHTepecHa TpaHchopMalUsl TePPUTOPUAIBHOIO IOHMMAaHUA TepMUHA
«Manopoccus». Eciu B XVIII Beke 3T0O HauMeHOBaHWe OTHOCUJIOCH K IOTPaHUYHOMN
TePPUTOPUM C HEYETKUM aJMHUHUCTPATUBHBIM JleJieHHeM, TO yXe B IepBOil 1oJIo-
BuHe XIX cToseTns B opULMaIBHON MpakTHKe Poccuiickoit uMnepun « Masopoccuein»
cTamu 0003HAa4YaTh KOHKpPETHble aJMUHHCTPaTHBHble eNUHULBI — [lOJTaBCKYIO
1 YepHHUTOBCKYI0 IrybepHuN. K cepenuHe XIX Beka MPOU3OLLIO pa3MbIBaHUE YETKUX
TEePPUTOPUAJILHBIX T'PaHUIL, MOHATUA «MaJopoCCUsi», U IMOCTENEHHO 3TOT TEePMUH
HayaJl OTOXJECTBIATECA C «YKPaUHON», YTO OTpakaJlo MeHsAIleecs BOCIPUATHE
PerMoHa/IbHOM UAEHTUYHOCTH.
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Takas TepMUHOJIOTUYECKas 3BOJIIOLUSA CBUAETEIBCTBYET O CJIOXKHBIX UCTOpUYe-
CKUX U KYJIbTYPHBIX IIpoLieccax, MIPOUCXOAUBIINX Ha 39TUX TEPPUTOPUAX Ha IMPOTsHKE-
HUM HeCKOJIBKUX cTojieTuii [1. C. 16].

[lJisi 0603HAaYEeHUsT YKPaUHCKUX TEPPUTOPUM (B T.4. M TeX, KOTOpPbIE BXOAUJIN
B COCTaB YKpauHsl O 2022 I.) CyLeCTBOBAJ Psif, SPYTUX UCTOPUKO-TeorpadudecKux
TepmuHOB. Tak, mo B.M. KabysaHy [2. C. 456], TeTmanmuHa mpeCcTaB/siaa cobo
UCTOpPUYECKOe SALPO YKPaWHCKUX 3eMeJjib, pacloJiaraBlieecs INPeMMYIeCTBEHHO
Ha JieBobeperxbe JIHerpa. ITa TeppUTOPHs BIIOCIEACTBUY, yke B XIX cTosteTuy, craia
byHzameHTOM /17151 06pa3oBaHusI MaIopoCCUiickoro rybepHaTopCTBa — BaYKHOM afMU-
HUCTPAaTUBHOM eAVHUIIBI Poccriickoil mmnepun. [lapassiesbHO ¢ 3TUM CylecTBOBaJIa
Cii060)KaHIMHA, WU KakK ee ele HasbBaau — C1060acKas YKparHa, KOTopast BOIILIa
B cocTaB Poccuu eme B XVII Beke U MeJIa CBOIO CIIEIUPUIECKYIO CUCTEMY yIIpaBJIe-
HUA U KyJIBTYPHbIE 0COOEHHOCTH.

Bo BTOpOI# nostoBuHe XVIII Beka B 0QUIIUAIBHBIN aIMUHACTPATUBHBIN JIEKCUKOH
BOLLIO MOHsATHE «HOBOPOCCHS». ITUM TEPMHUHOM 0003HAYAIVCH OBLIMPHBIE TEPPU-
Topum CeBepHOTO [IpryepHOMOPbS, OCBOEHHBIE U BKJIIOUEeHHBIEe B COCTaB POCCUICKOM
UMIlepUn. HTepecHO, YTO JaHHOe HCTOpPUYECKOe Ha3BaHKe IMEePeXXHUsIo CBOeoOpas-
HBII peHeccaHc B 2014 rony, Korga JloHeukas u JlyraHckast 0671acTy, Ha TOT MOMEHT
¢$opMasbHO BXOAMBIIME B COCTaB YKpaWHBI, IOAHAIN BOCCTaHUE NPOTUB KUEBCKON
BJIACTH, YCTAaHOBUBIIEHCS TIOCIIE ApaMaTHIYeCKUX COOBITHI Ha «MaiifaHe He3aIexHo-
ctru» 2013-2014 rogos.

Ha cTrhixe XVIII-XIX BeKOB B UMIIEPCKOM aJMIHUCTPATUBHOM crcTeMe PpyHKIIIO-
HMpOBaJa ellle OjHa TeppUTOpHaIbHasA eAHULA — CeBepHbI kpali. K Hadamy XX cTose-
TUSI OH OXBAaTHIBAJI EBATH I'ybepHUil. [IpriMeyaTesbHO, YTO TPU U3 HUX — [10Z0IbCKa,
Boserrckast u KreBckas — BXOAUJIU B COCTaB TaK HasbiBaeMoro lOro-3amagHoro kpas,
YTO OTPaXkasio CJI0XKHYI0 1 MHOI'OYPOBHEBYIO CUCTEMY aMUHUCTPATUBHOIO JEeJICHUA
Poccuiickoil UMIIepuy Ha yKPaUHCKUX 3eMJIAX.

o mEeHMO A.U. Musiepa [3. C. 199], B ummnepckoii Poccum XIX Beka uTesei
HBIHEIIHUX YKPanHCKUX 3eMeJlb UMEHOBA/IN IPEeUMYIIeCTBEHHO MaJIoOpOCCUAHAMMU,
MaJIopoccaMi, a MHOI'Za PyCUHaMU UJIU IIPOCTO pycCKUMU. COrjlacHO SaHHBIM BCe-
poccuiickoit mepenucu 1897 rofa, Maopocchl (MM YKPauHIBI) COCTAB/ISIA 3HAYU-
TeJIbHYIO YacTh HacesleHUsI UMITepru - 17,5% Bcex oA LaHHBIX POCCHUMCKOTO IIpecToIa.

Teorpaduyeckoe pacIpejiesieHre MaJIOPOCCUNCKOrO HacesleHUs OBIII0 HepaBHO-
MepHbIM. Hambosipliass KOHIEHTpaLys Habofanach B BYX HUCTOPUYECKUX Peru-
OHAaxX YKPanHCKOrO KOPEHHOro MaccuBa: Ha JleBoOepexHoi YKpauHe, Ife UX HOJA
pJocrurana 80,8%, u [paBobepelxHON YKpauHe C mokasareseM 75,5%. VICK/IIOYeHue
cocraBiisisia XapbKOBCKas rybepHus, NMeBIIas HECKOIBKO MHOM 3THUYECKUI COCTaB.
B HoBopoccuu mpoxuBaso 42,9% MaaopoccoB. CYMMapHO 3TH TPY PervoHa o6beu-
HAJIY TTIOYTH 82% BCEro yKpanHCKOro HacesieHusA PoCCUICKOM MMITeprn.

[Tocsie BKJIIOYEHUA YKPaMHCKUX 3eMeJIb B COCTaB Poccur Ha 3TUX TEPPUTOPUAX
BHEZPSIACh ObLIeNMITEpCKasi CUCTEMA YIIPaBIEeHNUS U IIOALAHCTBA. Biiactu, BripoyeM,
YUYUTHIBAJIN PETVOHAJBHYI0O M 3THUYECKYIO CHenupUKy IpU OpraHU3aliy aJMu-
HUCTPaTUBHOrO ammnapara. OcobeHHO 3HAKOBBIM CTaJ Mepuog 1830-X romos, KOrza
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MUHUCTP HapoJHOrO INpocBeljeHUs Cepreil YBapoB cOOPMYIMPOBAJT U YKPEIHII
B CO3HAHUM POCCHUICKON 3/IUTHI KOHIIEIIUIO CYIIeCTBOBAHUS eIUHOM 00IepyCcCKOM
HallUY. 9Ta UfeoJIornyeckas KOHCTPYKIUA, C HEKOTOPBIMU MOAUPUKALIAAMU, COXpa-
Hs1JIa CBOIO 3HAYMMOCTH BIIJIOTH JIO PEBOJIIOLIOHHBIX COOBITHI 1917 TOAa, ONpezenss
odunmasbHOEe OTHOIIEHNEe K MallopoccaM KaK K HeOTheMJIeMOH YacTH «TPUeSUHOTO
pycckoro Hapoga» [4. C. 125]. POPMUPOBAHMIO M 3aKpPeIIEHUI0 O6IepOCCHIICKOIM
WJIeHTUYHOCTY Mellla/Ii HallOHaJ/IbHbIe ABM)KeHUA Ha MecTaxX. KpynHelmmum 13 Hux
OBLT T.H. «yKPaUHCKUI IIpoeKT». CTOPOHHUKU U UEO0JIOTH 3TOrO IPOeKTa CIUTAIIH,
YTO YepThI CXOACTBA PocCHU U YKpauHbI He TaK IJIyOOKU, KaK KyJbTYpHBIE U A3BIKO-
BbIE Pas3IN4MA.

B xXome uccief0BaHNA yCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO TEPMUH «YKpanHa» MMeeT MHOIOIpaH-
HYI0 MCTOPHUYECKYIO SBOJIIOLUIO, YXOAAIIYI0 KOPHAMM B JApPeBHME BOCTOYHOC/IABSH-
CKHe A3bIKH, THe 0003HaYal «[I0TPAHNYbEe» UIIH OKpanuHy». TeppUTOpUYU COBpEMEH-
HOU YKpaWHBI IPOIIIH CI0XKHBIN Iy Th MOJUTHYeCKON TPaHCPOPMALIUU: OT COCTaBHOU
yactu KueBckoil Pycu depes mepuof, ¢pparMeHTaluyd U MOSYMHEHHSA PasUdHbIM
rOCyJJapCTBEHHBIM 0Opa3oBaHUSAM K IIOCTENEHHOMY (GOPMUPOBAHHUIO CaMOOBITHON
UJIeHTUIHOCTU.

TTapaJsieIbHO C TEPMUHOM «YKparHa» AJ1s 0003HaYeHUs ITHX 3€MeJIb MCII0/Ib30Ba-
JIMCh U APyTHe UCTOPUKO-Teorpadmdeckue MOHATU: «Manopoccusiy, «'eTMaHIIMHAY,
«CoboxaHIyHa», «HoBopoccus», «CeBepHbIH kpaii». [IprMeyaTesIbHO, YTO aMUHH-
CTpaTHBHAas TEPMUHOJIOTMS MeHS/Iach CO BpeMeHeM — ecu B XVIII Beke Masopoccueit
HasplBaJIM IIPUrPaHUYHBIE TEeppUTOPUM, TO K XIX BeKy 5TO NOHATHE CY3UJIOCh
no TlonraBckoit M YepHUTOBCKOM TIyOepHUi, a 3aTeM CTaJ0 OTOXAECTBIIATHCS
C «YKpauHO».

Ba)XHBIM aCIIEKTOM KCTOPUYECKOr0 PasBUTHUA YKPaWMHCKHX 3eMeJIb B COCTaBe
PoccuiiCKOY MMIIEPUH CTaIO IMPOTHUBOPEYNE MEXAY OOLIepPOCCUNICKON HAEHTUYHO-
CThIO, IPOABUTaeMON MMIIEPCKUMHU BJIACTAMU, U GOPMUPYOIUMCA «YKPAUHCKUM
MIPOEKTOM», CTOPOHHMKM KOTOPOrO aKLeHTHPOBAJIM BHMMaHWe Ha KyJbTYPHBIX
Y SI3BIKOBBIX PasM4YMAX MEX/Y PYCCKUMH U yKpauHLaMH, HECMOTps Ha UX 0fLive
HUCTOpUYeCcKre KOPHU.
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The article analyzes the historical evolution of the term «Ukraine» and related concepts in
the context of political and territorial transformations of the region. It examines the etymology of
the word «Ukraine,» derived from the East Slavic «u-kraina» (borderland), and its usage across
different historical periods. The transformation of the concept’s meaning from a geographical
designation of border territories to a politically charged term is explored. The article analyzes
historically and geographically parallel names for the region: «Little Russia,» «Hetmanate,»
«Slobozhanshchina,» and «New Russia.» Special attention is given to the administrative-ter-
ritorial division of Ukrainian lands within the Russian Empire and the formation of regional
identity in the context of imperial policy. The article traces the evolution of ethnic identification
of the region’s population and the emergence of the «Ukrainian project» as an alternative to the
all-Russian identity.
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